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What we’re covering today

• Conducting citation chaining

• Mining author networks

• Saving searches and setting search alerts

• BONUS – Strategies for planning and organizing a literature review



But first...Library fellowships!

• We offer numerous Fellowships for graduate students:

o Berry IJC Fellowship

o CDIL/COGS Graduate Student Fellowship

o Gary E. and Carolyn J. Strong Special Collections Fellowship

o Julie and David Levine Data Hub Fellowship (New!)

https://www.lib.uidaho.edu/opportunities/fellowships/


Tip 1: Conducting citation chaining

• Citation chaining/searching is:

o A strategy in which you use a single source to find related 
sources

• Citation chaining/searching helps you:

o Trace the roots of important ideas

o Discover how a topic has changed over time



Tip 1: Conducting citation chaining

• Two types of citation chaining/searching:

o Backward citation chaining/searching

▪ Finding additional sources in reference lists

o Forward citation chaining/searching

▪ Finding sources that cited your original source



Tip 2: Mining author networks

• Mining author networks

o Who is publishing research on a particular topic?

o Who are their co-authors on related papers?

• Two resources for mining author networks:

o Web of Science Core Collection

o Google Scholar



Tip 3: Saving searches and setting alerts

• Saved searches = Permalinks

• Types of alerts

o Search alert

o Citation alert

o Journal alert



Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• What is a literature review?

o An up-to-date / current overview of research on a particular topic

• What is the purpose of a literature review?

o Demonstrate that an author understands how their research fits 
within and expands the body of work on a topic

o Establish facts or best practices within a body of literature

o Identify gaps in the research

USC Libraries. (2022, February 7). Organizing your social sciences research paper: 5. The literature review. https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/literaturereview

https://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• How do you determine the appropriate scope for a literature review?

o A few questions you can ask yourself, include:

▪ How comprehensive does it need to be?

▪ Will it include relevant material regardless of date, or focus 
only on a specific time frame?

▪ Will it include sources from other, related disciplines?

▪ How have others in my discipline written their literature 
reviews?

Boston College Libraries. (2020, August 5). Writing a literature review – Phase 1: Scope of review. https://libguides.bc.edu/litreview/phase1

https://libguides.bc.edu/litreview/phase1


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Still need ideas of ways to organize a literature review?

o Consider...

▪ Theme

▪ Broad to specific

▪ Methodology/method/theory

▪ Trends based on time

▪ Publication date

The Writing Center: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (n.d.). Literature reviews. https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/ ; TUS Midlands. (2022, 

January 19). Literature review guide: How to organize the review. https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/
https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Theme

o Example: Youth substance use/abuse prevention

▪ School-based programs

▪ Family-based programs

▪ Religious-based programs

The Writing Center: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (n.d.). Literature reviews. https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/ ; TUS Midlands. (2022, 

January 19). Literature review guide: How to organize the review. https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/
https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Broad to specific

o Example: Grazing management practices in riparian areas

▪ General grazing management practices across areas

• Facilitating practices in riparian areas

o Herding

o Stock water development

o Barrier / fencing

The Writing Center: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (n.d.). Literature reviews. https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/ ; TUS Midlands. (2022, 

January 19). Literature review guide: How to organize the review. https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/
https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Methodology/method/theory

o Example: Workers’ intention to leave their jobs before and after 
the Covid-19 pandemic

o 3 types of research (for example):

▪ Those that did an analysis of economic or labor statistics

▪ Those that did original surveys of workers

▪ Those that did interviews with workers

The Writing Center: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (n.d.). Literature reviews. https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/ ; TUS Midlands. (2022, 

January 19). Literature review guide: How to organize the review. https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/
https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Trends based on time

o Example: Physical and outfit characteristics of female 
superheroes and villains

▪1940 – 1959

▪1960 – 1979

▪1980 – 1999

▪2000 – 2009

▪2010 – Present

The Writing Center: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (n.d.). Literature reviews. https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/ ; TUS Midlands. (2022, 

January 19). Literature review guide: How to organize the review. https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/
https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Publication Date

o Example: Climate change scenarios and guidance

▪ 1980s

▪ 1990s

▪ 2000s

▪ 2010s

▪ 2020s

The Writing Center: University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. (n.d.). Literature reviews. https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/ ; TUS Midlands. (2022, 

January 19). Literature review guide: How to organize the review. https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview

https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/literature-reviews/
https://ait.libguides.com/literaturereview


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• How can you make connections between the sources you find?

o Summarizing vs. synthesizing

▪ Step-by-step synthesis

▪ Synthesis matrix

Johns Hopkins Sheridan Libraries. (2019, August 14). Write a literature review: Synthesize. https://guides.library.jhu.edu/lit-review/synthesize

https://guides.library.jhu.edu/lit-review/synthesize


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Step-by-step synthesis

1. Read your sources several times

2. Take notes on every source

3. Identify relevant concepts and supporting sources

4. Restructure your notes by concept

5. Organize your concepts into an outline

McNeill, J. (2020, March 10). Step-by-step synthesis. https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/gradhacker/step-step-synthesis

https://www.insidehighered.com/blogs/gradhacker/step-step-synthesis


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Synthesis matrix – can help you:

o“...[R]ecord the main points of each source and document how 
sources relate to each other” (Johns Hopkins Sheridan Libraries, 
2019)

Johns Hopkins Sheridan Libraries. (2019, August 14). Write a literature review: Synthesize. https://guides.library.jhu.edu/lit-review/synthesize

https://guides.library.jhu.edu/lit-review/synthesize


University of Arizona Global Campus. (n.d.). A sample synthesis matrix. https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/a8a84b6b-aa7e-488c-84b8-

24bf0aefb0ae/1/Synthesis%20Matrix%20Sample.pdf

https://content.bridgepointeducation.com/curriculum/file/a8a84b6b-aa7e-488c-84b8-24bf0aefb0ae/1/Synthesis%20Matrix%20Sample.pdf


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• Synthesis matrix template

https://libguides.uidaho.edu/ld.php?content_id=59792761


Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• When do you stop searching for literature?

o There is no “one-size fits all” answer

o This will be informed by your topic, your discipline, guidance 
from your advisor or the journal publisher, etc.



Strategies for planning and organizing a 
literature review

• When do you stop searching for literature?

o Ask yourself if you have:

▪ Searched within all relevant resources

▪ Utilized various search strategies and keywords

▪ Achieved saturation = seeing the same findings and sources 
repeatedly

▪ Found enough sources to justify that your new research is 
necessary



Fall 2022 Graduate Student Essentials

September 6: Essential Library Skills to Ace Graduate School

September 13: 7 Tips To Make Your Data Management Life Easier

September 20: 3 Simple Tips for Expanding Your Literature Review 

September 27: Supercharging Your Scholarly Presence in 3 Easy Steps

October 4: Web Mapping for Every Discipline – How to Use ArcGIS Online

When: Tuesdays from 12:30pm – 1:30pm

Where: Library first floor classroom (Room 120) and live via Zoom


